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Figure 1
The important thing to note with the above figure is that the symbols on the left ( both upper
and lower) are differentiated from those shown on the right by means of ‘dots’. The key is
completed by inserting the letters of the alphabet into the various spaces as shown in Fig. 1.

The 4 letters shown in each of the St Andrews’ Crosses are written in an anti-clockwise
direction

In order to illustrate how this code works using the key shown in Fig.1 let us code the word

‘lodge’. Thus the word ‘lodge’ when using the symbols shown in Fig. 1 will look something like
this.

Figure 2
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“How, and in what manner this worthy Science of Geometry took its rise, | will tell you, as |
said before. You must know that there are seven liberal sciences, from which seven all other
sciences and crafts in the world sprung ; but especially is Geometry the first cause of all the
other sciences, whatsoever they be.

These seven sciences are as follows:

The first, which is called the foundation of all science, is grammar, which teacheth to write and
speak correctly.

The second is rhetoric, which teaches us to speak elegantly.

The third is dialectic, which teaches us to discern the true from the false, and it is usually
called art or sophistry (logic).

The fourth is arithmetic, which instructs us in the science of numbers, to reckon, and to make
accounts.

The fifth is Geometry, which teaches us all about mensuration, measures and weights, of all
kinds of handicrafts.

The sixth is music, and that teaches the art of singing by notation for the voice, on the organ,
trumpet, and harp, and of all things pertaining thereto.
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The seventh is astronomy, which teaches us the course of the sun and of the moon and of
the other stars and planets of heaven.

Our intent is to treat chiefly of the first foundation of Geometry and who were the founders
thereof. As | said before, there are seven liberal sciences, that is to say, seven sciences or
crafts that are free in themselves, the which seven exist only through Geometry. And
Geometry may be described as earth-mensuration, for Geometry is derived from geo, which is
in Greek "earth," and metrona or a measure. Thus is the word Geometry compounded and
signifies the measure of the earth.

Marvel not because | said that all sciences exist only through the science of Geometry. For
there is no art or handicraft wrought by man's hands that is not wrought by Geometry which is
a chief factor (notabulle cause) thereof. For if a man work with his hands he employs some
sort of tool, and there is no instrument of any material in this world which is not formed of
some sort of earth (ore) and to earth it will return. And there is no instrument or tool to work
with that has not some proportion, more or less. And proportion is measure, and the
instrument or tool is earth. And Geometry is earth-mensuration therefore | affirm that all men
live by Geometry. For all men here to this world live by the labour of their hands.

Many more proofs could | give you that Geometry is the science by which all reasoning men
live, but | refrain at this time because the writing of it were a long process.

And now | will enter further into the matter You must know that among all the crafts followed
by man in this world, Masonry has the greatest renown end the largest share of this science of
Geometry, as is stated in history, such as the Bible, and the Master of History," and in the
Polycronicon a well authenticated (or trustworthy) chronicle, and in the history called Beda De
Imagine Mundi, and Isodorus Ethomolegiarum Methodius Episcopus & Martiris. And many
others say that Masonry is the chief part of Geometry and so methinks it may well be said, for
it was the first founded, as is stated in the Bible, in the first book of Genesis and the fourth
chapter. And moreover all the learned authors above cited agree thereto. And some of them
affirm it more openly and plainly, precisely as in Genesis in the Bible.

Before Noah's Flood by direct male descent from Adam in the seventh generation, there lived
a man called Lamech who had two wives, called Adah and Zillah. By the first wife, Adah, he
begat two sons, Jabal and Jubal. The elder son Jabal was the first man that ever discovered
geometry and masonry, and he made houses, and is called in the Bible the father of all men
who dwell in tents or dwelling houses. And he was Cain's master mason and governor of the
works when he built the city of Enoch, which was the first city ever made and was built by
Cain, Adam's son, who gave it to his own son Enoch, and give the city the name of his son
and called it Enoch, and now it is known as Ephraim. And at that place was the Science of
Geometry and Masonry first prosecuted and contrived as a science and as a handi-craft. And
so we may well say that it is the first cause and foundation of all crafts and sciences. And also
this man Jabel was called the father of shepherds. The Master of History says, and Beda De
Imagine Mundi and the Polycronicon and many others more say, that he was the first that
made partition of lands, in order that every man might know his own land and labour thereon
for himself. And also he divided flocks of sheep, that every man might know his own sheep,
and so we may say that he was the inventor of that science.

And his brother Jubal or Tubal was the inventor of music and song, as Pythagoras states in
Polycronicon, and the same says Isodorous. In his Ethemolegiis in the 6th book he says that
he was the first founder of music and song, and of the organ and trumpet; and he discovered
that science by the sound of the weights of his brother's, Tubal-Cain's, hammers.

And of a truth, as the Bible says, that is to say, in the fourth Chapter of Genesis, Lamech
begat by his other wife Zillah a son and a daughter, and their names Tubal Cain, that was the



son, and the daughter was called Naamah. And according to the Polycronicon, some men
say that she was Noah's wife; but whether this be so or not, we will not affirm.

Ye must know that this son Tubal Cain was the founder of the smith's craft and of other
handicrafts dealing with metals, such as iron, brass, gold and silver as some learned writers
say; and his sister Naamah discovered the craft of weaving for before her time no cloth was
woven, but they span yarn and knit it and made such clothing as they could. And as this
woman Naamah invented the craft of weaving it was called woman's-craft.
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PART 2

MASONIC MYSTERY MEN

| am sure there must be many Mystery Men of Masonry, at least there must
be many thousands who qualify under the heading of interesting and unusual.

If only .1% of all members, past and present, could fall within such a
category, we would be investigating more than 100 000.

However, who is a mystery man or not, is a matter of opinion and generally
speaking he is classed as such for the very reason that very little is known
about him. In many cases, some of these characters have never been heard of
beyond their parochial circle and their Masonic involvement as well as their

public life can prove quite boring and unworthy of inclusion in a
publication such as this.

Some of the brethren included herein are generally well-known from the
exploits or events in which they were involved, but their Masonic connection
is not so clear.

Although including a few of the prominent Masons of past years | have tried
to avoid a boring repetition of the facts; in some cases | reveal new facts but | am sure
that | will be unable to keep every reader happy.

However, in the interests of knowledge, | have proceeded.

Keith Stockley
Cowan

NSW
Australia
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SHAKESPEARE

| am told that William Shakespeare, who was born in 1564, was NOT a Freemason. | assume
from this emphatic assertion that no records of Masonic membership have been found.

On the other hand, Francis Bacon who was born in 1561, | am told WAS definitely a
Freemason. Again | must assume that this emphatic assertion is based on Francis Bacon’s
involvement with The Royal Society which was founded by Freemasons and which was
organised on Masonic principles. Francis Bacon was in fact Francis Tudor an illegitimate son
of the reigning queen and certainly a writer of great talent.

| will connect these two paragraphs together shortly.

It is known that in the days when the Shakespearian plays were written, printing was not
unknown, but the ability to read was a rare commodity. The vast majority of people were
illiterate and even if this was not the case, one simply could not go out and buy a book on
Freemasonry. Nor could one acquire its secrets or knowledge of its rituals and proceedings
by visiting the local tavern.

The Masonic Order, as it existed in those days, was therefore to all intents and purposes a
secret organisation and, as | have suggested in Part 1 hereof, if many of its members were
unwilling to exercise public discord as to religious and political intolerance, this secrecy was a
very strong bond. | am reminded of the bloody oaths that apparently applied in those days as
a warning to any brother foolhardily willing to reveal information.

I, therefore, feel safe in suggesting that if anyone had knowledge of anything at all to do with
Freemasonry in the late 1500’'s that knowledge could only have been acquired by actually
experiencing Freemasonry personally in the capacity of a brother.

It is, | suggest, highly unlikely that anyone with any knowledge whatsoever of the Order could
not have obtained it otherwise than through membership.

The plays and other works attributed to Shakespeare appear to have been written between
1587 and 1616 (The year he died).
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I now ask you to consider the following quotations taken from the plays.
“Now .... Whence came you?” - The Merry Wives of Windsor — Act 4 Scene 5.
“ Let’s part the word ...”" — Loves Labour Lost — Act 4 Scene 2.
“The singing masons building roofs of gold” - Henry V, - Act 1 Scene 6.
“You made good work, you and your apron men.” - Cariolanus — Act 4 Scene 6
“Where is thy leathern apron and thy rule?” — Julius Ceasar — Act 1 Scene 1
“I will, as * twere a Brother of your Order” - Measure for Measure — Act 1 Scene 4
“Guard the door without. Let him not pass.” — Othello — Act 1 Scene 4

“They never meet, but they do square.” — A Midsummer Night's Dream — Act 2 Scene 1.

There are several other quotations in the plays that are a direct reference to Freemasonry.

Now if | am correct in suggesting that for anyone to be able to refer to Masonic aspects such
as those quoted above, he would have to be a Mason himself then it follows that William
Shakespeare would have been a Freemason.

His childhood upbringing and the people with whom he and his family associated also suggest
that he would have been exposed to Freemasonry at an early age.

Now if Bacon wrote the plays, as many people throughout the world believe and as a large
body of evidence suggests, then we have no problem because Bacon was a Freemason. Or
was he?

Just as there is no absolute written proof of either man’s Masonic membership and not being a
follower of either camp as to true authorship, | will have to go along with the general
presumption that Shakespeare wrote the works which have been attributed to him and QED
believe that he was indeed on the square.
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Brigadier General William Meldrum

William who?  Yes indeed, William who! Here is a brother of whom very little is known
Masonically, yet he accomplished what no other Freemason has ever done and which will
never happen again. William Meldrum made Masonic history by means of an event that
should never have happened and which will never happen again. This event was only made
possible by the intervention of TGAOTU who removed totally impassable barriers to its
achievement.

Never heard of him? That’s why he is a Mystery man of Freemasonry.

Here is one of New Zealand’'s most highly decorated army officers. As a

Brigadier general his decorations included CB, DSO, CMG, KMG, 1914/15 Star,
Order of the White Eagle with Swords (4™ Class) — Serbia — V.D., British War

Medal, Victory Medal, NZ War Service Medal, NZ Territorial Service Medal and others.

Here is one of New Zealand’s most well-known figures. Mayor of Greymouth for 3 years, a
prominent attorney who was a magistrate for 11 years, Chairman of many community Boards.
He even tendered his services to the army at age 74 and was accepted! He was an
outstanding sportsman, representing his Province in both cricket and rugby. He was also the
New Zealand chess champion.

From the age of 90 years he featured prominently in the press every time his birthday came
round. He died at the age of 99 whilst inspecting the troops on the parade ground.

Definitely one of the most well-known and highly respected citizens of New Zealand.
What do we know about his Masonic career? In keeping with most of those featured in this
section, we know next to nothing! We know that he was Worshipful Master of a lodge that no

longer exists and for which lodge records also no longer exist having been destroyed in a fire
and we also know that for one year he was Grand Lodge Sword Bearer.

Apart from his Masonic activities in the Holy Land in WW | #
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